Let’s Talk About: Salvation

What does salvation mean to you?

This is one of the most important questions you can ask yourself because your eternity
rides on it. The idea for salvation comes from the idea that one is “saved” through Jesus.

In Acts 4:12, Peter declared, “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is
no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

Peter declared that no other person can bring someone salvation other than Jesus. That
His Name is the only name upon which someone can be saved.

In Acts 16:31, Paul was speaking to the Philippian jailer when he told him, “Believe in
the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”

You need Jesus to be saved. So, what does it mean to you to be saved?

The Most Famous Verse

John 3:16 records the most famous verse from the Bible. Here, Jesus said, “For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.”

In 24 words, what is necessary to be saved is spelled out. What does this verse tell you?

You need Jesus for salvation, so we must begin by asking ourselves what do you need to
be saved from. Why do you need Jesus to save you?

The reason you need to be saved is because you are a sinner. Read Romans 3:23. What
does this verse tell you?

Now, read Romans 6:23. What should be the punishment for your sins?
Why do you need Jesus to save you?

What Do You Believe?

Jesus came into the world to save us from our sins. Whoever believes in Him will be
saved.

To be saved, one must first recognize his or her need for Jesus. That there is a debt that
is owed because of one’s sins. Do you agree that you need Jesus to save you?

Jesus told us that whoever believes in Him, will be saved. That leads to the next
question, what does it mean to believe in Him?

Two weeks ago, you had a class about Jesus. Who would you say Jesus is?
Do you believe all that Jesus said and the Bible proclaims about Him?

What are some reasons why you may doubt?
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What Must I Do to Be Saved?

This is the question that the Philippian jailer asked Paul (Acts 16:30). This is when Paul
proclaimed that the jailer simply needed to believe in Jesus.

Read Acts 16:25-33. What do you think the jailer had come to believe about Jesus
through the event?

It is important to realize that you do not need to know a thousand verses of the Bible or
understand deep theological concepts. The jailer had very little understanding of who
Jesus was, but Paul told him to simply believe in Jesus for him to be saved.

Believing in Jesus and the things that the Bible teaches about Him are essential to
salvation. Read Romans 10:9-10. What do these verses tell us that one must do and
believe to be saved?

This is the essential thing that a person must believe and confess to be saved. While you
may hear or read about the “sinner’s prayer” or be led to follow some kind of ritual or
prayer, the reality is that you just need to confess with your mouth and believe in your
heart who Jesus is and what the Bible proclaims about Him and you will be saved.

What Happens When I Am Saved?

This is a really important question to ask. How would you answer it?

First, understand that accepting Jesus and His sacrifice means that your sins are paid.
You are no longer condemned for your sins. Read 1 John 1:9. What does this tell us
happens when we confess our sins?

You are cleansed and forgiven, purified from all unrighteousness. Hebrews 10:17 tells us
that God remembers your sins no more, and Psalm 103:12 tells us that he has removed
our transgressions as far as from the east to the west. They are gone in God’s eyes.

It is important to understand that just because God forgave you doesn’t mean that
everyone else does as well. Have you experienced accepting Jesus and others still held
your past against you?

The best thing you can do in these situations is to continue to walk in faith with God. If
you allow your life to be transformed through Jesus, others will see and will be more
likely to accept you back.

Also understand that your life is not going to become free of trouble. Satan wants to see
you suffer because you have abandoned him for Jesus. You learned about Satan. What
does he do?

How can you defeat him?

Your Memory Verse: John 3:16 — 16 For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life.

2
© 2026 Dr. Robert Pannier, Hope CDA, All Rights Reserved



