Let’s Talk About: Living God’s Way

What do you think it means to live for God?

Psalm 128:1 tells us: Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord, who walks in his
ways! We are called to walk in the ways of God, but knowing and understanding His
ways may be a challenge. We may not always know what is the right thing to do. We also
have to battle against our flesh, which wants to do the wrong things. Read Romans 7:15.
Describe the battle we all face.

What Is God Like?

We are called to live lives like Jesus, to walk in His ways. To do so, we must spend time
understanding the life of Jesus and how we can live a life similar to His. Our ultimate
goal should be to represent Jesus well. That when people see our actions and hear our
words that they would see and hear Jesus. So, we need to fully understand and embrace
the ways of God.

Describe the ways of God. How does God live?
All Are Valuable

The place to begin is by recognizing that everyone has value. Consider that we are all
created in the image of God (Genesis 1:27). God designed the human race, making us in
His image. This means that every person has value. God sees no one as “disposable” or
“insignificant.”

We must see everyone is valuable as well. Is this how you see others?
What are things that stand in the way of you seeing everyone as valuable?
What happens when you don’t see people as valuable?

Consider that Jesus still loves those who ignore, maybe even hate Him. He still loves
them no matter what. Can you love those who hate or ignore you?

Build Up Others

While God sees value in everyone, people often do not see their own value. In fact, there
are many who think that they have no value at all. Do you think you are valuable?

What are things that stand in the way of you seeing value in yourself?

The reasons you don’t see yourself as valuable are likely reasons why others don’t think
they are. This means that you and others need to learn that you have value. This is
accomplished by edifying and building others up.

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:11. What are we told to do?

Who are some people you could encourage and build up? What could you say to help
build them up? What are things you are saying that are harming them?
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Show Compassion

It is easy to live in shame and guilt. Past wrongs and things people have said can cause
extreme pain and suffering. These things also lead to harmful choices. Read Hebrews
2:17-18. Do you think Jesus understands the pain and suffering people face?

How do you think this influences Jesus when we sin or do wrong?

Jesus has a great deal of empathy for our failures. He understands when we fall because
He endured the same kind of hardship as us, but without sinning. To live like God
means to have the same kind of compassion for other people’s failures. When you see
other people sinning or doing wrong, are you angry because you do the same things?

How can you show more compassion instead of judging?
Be Fair

Jesus has every right to judge us harshly. After all, we have done atrocious things,
sometimes even in His Name. Would it be fair for Jesus to discipline us harshly?

It would, but He does not do that. Instead, He shows compassion. You probably show
compassion to some while showing judgment to others. What causes you to be biased?

This is an important question to ask yourself. Jesus always acts fairly and justly with
every person. There is no favoritism. Read Acts 10:34. What does this verse tell us?

Living for God means showing no partiality. To show no bias or favoritism. This is an
important element of love, that we would treat everyone fairly and equally.

Be Holy

Read 1 Peter 1:16. God commands us to be holy as He is only. If we are looking to live
like God, then we should be like Him and his very nature, which is to be holy.

Honestly, we are not going to be perfect like God. We will sin and fall short. However,
we are called to be holy. Do you remember what that means?

If you said that being holy was being “set apart,” then you would be right! It is to be
different. It is to not be conformed to the world but be transformed by God (Romans
12:1-2). Can you do things and act in ways that are like God?

Give examples of things you can do that could demonstrate that you are set apart.
What are other ways that you can live like God? Give some examples of how to do this.
Are you praying to live like God?

Stop and pray in your group. Invite God to help you to be more like Him so that you can
show the world who God really is.

Your Memory Verse: Psalm 128:1 — 1 Blessed is everyone who fears
the Lord, who walks in his ways!
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