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Let’s Talk About: Your Position with God 

What does it mean to be pardoned? 

If you have been involved with the legal system, then you may understand the term well. 

What is important to understand is that the God did not simply forgive your sins. He 

changed your legal status in relation to sin. He set you free! 

You Are Pardoned 

If you were pardoned for a crime that you committed, what would that mean? 

A pardon is when a government official removes or relieves a person of all the 

consequences from a criminal activity or conviction. It is not simply that the 

punishment is removed, but that offender is treated as if he or she never committed the 

offense in the first place. Put another way, the slate is completely wiped clean. 

This is what God does for you. Read Micah 7:18. What does it tell us God does with our 

sins and iniquity? 

It has been explained to you in many lessons that God has forgiven your sins. He has 

forgiven everything you have ever done. However, this is difficult for many of us to 

accept. For some, it seems unreasonable that God could forgive everything that we’ve 

done. This is why we want to explain it a different way, from a legal position. 

Read Isaiah 55:7. What does it tell us that God does when we turn to the Lord? 

Have you turned to God? Then your sins have been pardoned. Do you know this? 

If you asked the governor to pardon you and she did so, would you accept that? Can you 

accept the pardon that God has given to you? 

You Are Justified 

What does the term justification mean?  

This is an important question to ask yourself because justification is part of what Jesus 

did for each one of us. Like a pardon, justification is another kind of legal term. The 

definition is, “The act of justifying or the state of being justified; a showing or proving 

to be just or conformable to law, justice, right, or duty; defense; vindication; support.”  

Said another way, justification means when you are declared by a court to be righteous 

before the court itself. You are declared “innocent” or justified. 

Read Galatians 2:16. What does it tell us happens when we have faith in Jesus? 

Do you know you are justified because of your faith in Jesus? 

Read Romans 5:1-2. What does Paul explain about our justification? 

Faith is the key. Do you have faith in Jesus and His work on the cross to justify you? 
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This is the most important question to ask yourself. Many of us believe in Jesus and 

accept Him as Lord and Savior. Now it is time to ask: Do you have faith that He died on 

the cross, paying the complete cost for your sins, declaring you “justified?” 

Jesus Paid the Price 

Here is another legal term that you should know – propitiation. Propitiation means “The 

act of appeasing the wrath and conciliating the favor of an offended person.” Read 

Romans 2:5. Using the definition above, who was the “offended person?” 

God was angry. Our sins, our stubbornness, our unrepentant hearts earned wrath from 

God. Read Hebrews 9:22. What was necessary to remove God’s wrath? 

God demanded that a blood sacrifice be made to pay for sin. How was your sin paid for? 

Was this sacrifice enough to pay for your sins? 

If you have doubts, read 1 Peter 2:24. 

Read Isaiah 53:5. How does this verse explain how Jesus became the “propitiation” for 

our sins? What was the result of Him dying for us? 

You Are Declared Innocent! 

Because of Jesus’ payment for our sins, we have now been declared justified before God, 

the Judge. God has declared you justified because of the atoning sacrifice that Jesus 

made for you. 

Psalm 7:11 tells us that God is a “righteous Judge.” He is a God of justice. He always acts 

righteously. Therefore, His Law demanded that sin be paid with a blood sacrifice. Jesus 

paid that cost for all sin. 

God has declared you “innocent.” Justified. Pardoned. Many of us understand the legal 

system well. If a judge declared you justified and pardoned, would you argue about it? 

This is what we do when we don’t accept the legal status that God has established. We 

are arguing with the Judge, believing that we still should be punished. 

Read Romans 8:1. What does this tell us? 

You are not condemned. Your sins are not held against you any longer. You are forgiven 

and have an eternal resting place in Heaven as a result. 

Does God ever go back on His word? Can you believe what God says? 

Do you know then that you have been justified and pardoned for every sin you ever 

committed? 

Your Memory Verse: Isaiah 53:5 – 5 But he was pierced for our 

transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 

chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 


