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vengeReLet’s Talk About:  

Revenge. There are a lot of great quotes related to revenge. One says that “revenge is a dish 

best served cold.” It may seem like a great thing, but there are many quotes that reveal the 

consequences of revenge. Mahatma Gandhi once said, “An eye for an eye will only make the 

whole world blind.” Walter Scott said, “Revenge, the sweetest morsel to the mouth that was 

ever cooked in hell.” 

God Says, “No!” 

The truth is that revenge is not so sweet. While we may think that revenge will feel good, the 

truth is that it only leads to greater destruction and heartache. 

Read Deuteronomy 32:35. Who does vengeance belong to? 

God makes it clear that vengeance is His. He also makes it clear that payment for one’s 

transgressions will occur. God will bring about a suitable discipline when He sees fit. Can you 

rely on His justice? 

Are you willing to wait on God to correct the situation? 

What Is Your Identity? 

It is difficult to do this. No one is denying that. Some may have committed great atrocities 

against you or those you love. You may feel that the only suitable option is to seek revenge, but 

God is calling you to do something different. 

Last week you had a lesson on your identity in Christ. Part of that identity was freedom from 

the slavery of sin. Do you think that means that you have been freed from the need to seek 

revenge? 

You have been reborn. You are a co-heir with Jesus. He did not seek revenge against those who 

harmed Him. In fact, read John 20:33-36. If Jesus wanted, what does He explain His followers 

would do? 

Jesus could have raised an army to protect Him. He could have sought revenge against those 

who wronged or falsely accused Him. He did not do this. He did not seek revenge. We are 

called to be like Jesus, receiving the same inheritance as Him. This means we should walk in 

the same way as Him, not seeking revenge. 

Respond to Evil with Good 

Turning to revenge seems like the easiest and most satisfying solution. Someone has wronged 

you, maybe even severely. As a result, you want to even the score.  

Have you ever sought revenge against someone? How did that work out for you? 

What are some thoughts you had when you wanted revenge? 

The truth is that this battle starts in your head. It is about your thoughts. 
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The Bible makes it clear to not respond with evil. Read Romans 12:14-21. This is one of the 

most fascinating verses related to revenge. What does God tell us to do? 

Verse 19 specifically reminds us that vengeance is God’s. That we should allow God to 

determine the right “justice” for a situation.  

Reread verse 14 again. What are you to do with those who treat you badly? 

Reread verse 16. What does this verse tell us to do? 

You will or will have had a lesson on self-esteem. In that lesson, you will be taught that you 

should view others above yourself. This verse supports that. 

What does verse 17 tell you to do? How can you live peaceably with all? 

Now reread verses 20-21. What are we called to do when people treat us terribly? 

This teaching is reiterated in 1 Peter 3:9. Read that verse. What does this verse command us to 

do? 

One of the most important parts about this verse is the “reward” we receive. While the verse 

does not specifically mention what blessing you receive, it does tell us that you were called to 

not repay evil for evil. In this way you will obtain a blessing. Have you ever not sought revenge 

against someone who wronged you?  What blessings do you think you received? 

Seek to Do Good 

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:15. What does this verse tell us to do? 

You have been taught so far to not seek revenge. This verse goes a little further. Like Romans 

12:20-21, this passage tells you to do good to everyone. Some are surprised, but this sentiment 

is taught in the Old Testament as well. Read Leviticus 19:18. What does God command us to 

do? 

We are commanded to not hold a grudge but to, instead, show love to your neighbor. This may 

make you wonder who you would consider to be your neighbor. To answer that question, read 

Luke 10:25-37. Who is your neighbor? 

Jesus makes it clear that everyone is your neighbor. Therefore, you should not be seeking 

revenge against anyone but, instead, show love. 

Keep something important in mind. God could have taken vengeance on you. You have broken 

His Law and committed crimes against His creation. Yet, He did not destroy you. He chose to 

show mercy. Can you show mercy to those who have offended you? 

Who are some people or what are some situations where you need to show mercy?  

Pray for those people and situations. 

Memory Verse: Leviticus 19:18 - You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against 

the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am 

the Lord. 


